Diagnosis of tuberculous peritonitis.
The diagnosis of tuberculous peritonitis may be difficult and elusive. The patient may present with non-specific symptoms of fever, general ill-health or vague abdominal pains. There may be no pulmonary symptoms and the chest X-ray may be normal. The CT scan of the abdomen is sometimes helpful in suggesting the diagnosis. We have found that laparoscopic examination of the abdominal contents and the peritoneum is an effective way to obtain a conclusive diagnosis.